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It is a periodic self-evaluation by a community.

The Comprehensive Plan provides well thought 
out guidance for the community’s future. 

It is not a static, one-time study, but a process
for exploring different community issues or topics.

The Comprehensive Plan is not a substitute for 
more detailed topical plans.

It’s unique value lies in thinking about and 
connecting those topics; in other words, its 
comprehensiveness.

What is a Comprehensive Plan?
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Comprehensive Plan 
Structure & Contents
Introduction and Executive Summary

Land Use Element

Natural & Cultural Resources Element

Economic Development Element

Transportation Element

Housing Element

Services and Facilities Element

Appendices by element 
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A Completely New Document

With 6 core elements 
& a  comprehensive 
database
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Land Use, 2013

Land Use

Land Use  2013

A  Series of Eighteen New Maps 
Portraying  Bedford’s Built & Natural Assets & Systems
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Each Element Includes:
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Vision Issues & 
Opportunities Goals

Strategies Actions



Example of One Land Use Concept
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FROM LAND USE VISION: As a historically significant town of increasing regional importance, 
Bedford establishes a stronger identity, building on its many assets and creating or restoring 

more memorable community places that avoid the purely functional suburban uniformity of the 
past six decades…

1. Issues/Opportunities:

Business areas lack a consistent 
identity, and do not complement 
neighborhoods.

2. Goals: 

Amend zoning bylaw.

3. Strategies: 

Apply specific tools and 
incentives in each targeted area.

4. Actions: 

Create zoning overlay districts 
with those incentives. 

5. Possible Participants:

Planning Board, other boards and 
committees, residents, business 
community.



April – December 2011: Discussions with 
key town boards, committees, and 
departments

Spring 2012:  Two public workshops 
covering all Plan elements

Summer 2012:  Establishing  of Ad Hoc 
Advisory Committee

Bedford Comprehensive Plan Process
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Sept 2012 – June 2013: 6 elements 
drafted & reviewed at 6 public meetings 
with Ad Hoc Committee. 

July 2013 – October 2013: Elements 
fully redrafted, Action Plans added, all 
reviewed at 4 public meetings with Ad 
Hoc Committee.

Bedford Comprehensive Plan Process
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Homestretch – Final Draft, will be released
end of November.

Written comments may be submitted to the 
Planning Department by December 31. 

Final public discussions early 2014.

Planning Board votes to adopt Plan by spring, 
2014.

Publication and posting online to follow.

Schedule
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Stephen Carluccio Finance Committee

David Cormier Chamber of Commerce

Jaci Edwards Arbor Resources Committee

Suzy Enos Energy Task Force

Terry Gleason Bicycle Advisory

Amy Hamilton Recreation Director

Tom Kinzer Board of Health

Suzanne Koller Chamber of Commerce

Brian O’Donnell Transportation Advisory

Michael Oleksinski At‐large

Carla Olsen Healthy Bedford

Sam Petrecca At‐large

Mark Siegenthaler Selectmen Liaison

Margot Fleischmann
[Former Planning Board]Jon Silver

Janet Powers 11



If you have questions:
E-mail any staff (addresses on website)
Call Planning Department at (781) 
275-1548.
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