
Bedford Trails Committee  
Minutes – Tuesday, April 12, 2011 - 7:30pm Bedford DPW Conference Room 
Meeting Minutes  

March 8, 2011 meeting minutes approved unanimously. 
Attendance:  Ralph, Adrienne, Bruce, Hal, Yan, Mark, Dan, Paul, Michael, & Kristin  
Chairman’s Report (Art was not in attendance) 
 Bay Circuit Trail update:  none. 

Area A & B/Massport Trail update: none.   
Promote trail use & availability:  Discuss need for sign at the library for Saturday walks?  The 
library employees did not know about the trail walk.  Three people walked with Michael for the 
April walk.  Consensus was that a sign is needed on Mudge Way with an arrow pointing to the 
back parking lot of the library.  DPW will look into getting a smaller sign for this purpose.  The 
book sale may have added to the confusion. 
Trail Posts update: none. 
Review sample small Conservation Area Sign by Sign Effects for the Moore Conservation Area.  
The Committee brought up vandalism as a potential issue.  The post should be secured in the 
ground with either concrete or a spike.  The lettering feels raised so there is concern over being 
able to scrape off the words.  Overall, it’s a very attractive looking sign. 

 
Easements/Trail Connections 

Review potential for proposed trail easement across 245 Davis Road if property is sold or 
developed.  Ralph reported that there was a thought of getting access through 245 Davis 
Road to the Concord River and connecting to the Great Meadows Wildlife Refuge.  
Unfortunately, US Fish & Wildlife is not interested in making this connection, as stated in a 
letter from Libby Herland.  The Committee would still be interested in this connection and 
would like to let USFW know for the future.  Also, since the homeowners at 245 Davis are 
amenable to granting an easement, it may be beneficial to get it now and have it in place if 
things change in the future.   
Art will need to discuss with Elizabeth what the next steps may be to consider possible 
connections to Springs Brook Park, including the potential for an Alcott Street connection.  
Also discussed that any easement inquiries will need to go through the Conservation 
Commission and Land Acquisition Committee who are better suited for putting the 
easement in place. 

 
Bog Bridges  

Approval of additional bog bridges at Carlson and Old Reservoir were approved at 
Conservation Commission hearing on March 9, 2011.  Discuss next steps for installation. 
For Carlson, there is approval to install bog bridges for a 20ft section and then an 80 ft 
section as shown on the map.  There are approximately 11 8ft long bog bridges already 
constructed and waiting in storage.  The Committee will need assistance in transporting the 



bog bridges to the proper location.  It was suggested to get the boy scouts involved.  Ralph will 
contact the Colgans to see if they are available to help out.  Ralph will figure out a Saturday 
and let Paul know to coordinate transportation. 
Yan has an old garden cart that might be a possible solution.  Mark has thoughts of purchasing 
tires and constructing a cart to move the bog bridges.  Ralph suggested that old wheelchairs at 
the VA might work.  He will follow up with the VA to check availability.   
Paul has planks being stored at his house.  He will make a stock list of what we have and what 
we would need to build the approved bog bridges for Old Reservoir including 4 more 8ft and 
2-10ft bog bridges and one 8ft with no pipe, but a 4x4 sill.  One last bog bridge needed would 
be a longer arch-style bridge to replace the existing 16 to 18-ft bridge.  Further investigation is 
needed for this bridge location. 
Paul will also figure out a bog bridge building day for the spring. 
 

Trail Guide 
 Review status of Trail Guide.  Peter’s email reported that he has developed an initial template 

document for the guide and showed it to Tim Gray.  As of now Tim and Lori are projecting 
that the written content may be completed by the end of summer.  Also discussed that the 
written content will need to be reviewed with Elizabeth when drafts are ready. 
Michael will get Mark’s copy of the Carlisle Trails Guide to Tim and Peter for their review. 
Mark checked and Staples does not have ultra violet resistant printing (paper/ink) 

 
Trail Blazing & Mapping  
 O’Connor CA:  Need to set up time to blaze new trail.  DPW will check with Elizabeth to see 

when she is available to meet on site with Mark and Hal for one last check of the trail locations 
prior to brushing.  Yan is looking for a new steward for O’Connor. 
Trail map review:  Review blazing corrections completed by Mark at Fawn Lake and map of  
blazing questions.  Mark confirmed the blazing corrections and additions from Hal’s GPS 
information. 
Update on blazing needed at Huckins Farm.  The Committee will check with Elizabeth on the 
next steps to be taken. 
Yan mentioned that we need to check where there are empty map boxes in Town and print 
out some trail maps in black and white to fill the boxes.   
 

Trail Walks & Public Education 
April 2nd – Michael Barbehenn (Old Reservoir) had 3 participants. 
May 7th – Michael Barbehenn (Wilderness Park) 
June 4th – Dan Hurwitz, National Trails Day (Buehler Ponds?) 

 
Meeting Adjourned at 9pm 
Next meeting, Tuesday, May 10, 2011  


