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June 8, 2016

7:33 PM Meeting called to order

Attending Committee Members were: Soraya Stevens, Margot Fleischman Casey Ackerman, Dan Silverman, Evan Deardorff and Stacy Chandler

Guest: Officer Marc Saucier, Ralph Hammond

Update from BPD - Officer Saucier

· Traffic Grants – ped/bike safety.  In April they did a decoy for enforcement at crosswalks.  First one was in front the fire house (March).  He crossed from Fletcher to Elm – Wednesday from 10-11 – issued 7 citations.  Did it from 1-2 they gave out 3 citations (there was more traffic due to school release).  April 27th they did North Rd – did it from 3-7, they issued 13 citations.    
· Clarification: Is it true that no one can drive until the pedestrian exits the crosswalk?  No, the driver can still drive when the pedestrian is 10 feet from the lane.  
· Do cyclists have to dismount bikes at the trail crossings?  Cyclists should dismount bikes to be considered pedestrians.  
· Adrienne thinks that the bulbs at North Road crosswalk appear to be “yellow lights” and cars sometimes speed up.
· They are going to purchase square LED bulbs
· A speed study was conducted on North Rd.  The 85% is 43mph.  Adrienne is going to look into criteria for making N Rd a 30mph if it can be considered “thickly settled”.
· They are going to purchase square LED bulbs for Concord and Davis Rd in front of St Michaels and for Harvard/North Rd.
· They did a Click it or Ticket grant.  They can’t pull people over just for seat belts.  They pulled some folks over for distracted driving.  They issued 112 citations.
· They did another in May, 83 citations.
· The tree at the corner of Renzo’s parking lot was taken down – at North and Chelmsford.
· Cut-through traffic:
· Police can’t do much about cut-through traffic.  They’ve gotten a lot of complaints around Nellian Way.  
· They have done some enforcement at Hill.
· South & Great Road arrow is causing traffic for southbound traffic.  Officer Saucier suggested adding a yellow blinking arrow.  We will have that kind of light at Mudge Way.
· Rick agreed to putting the stop sign on the back of the stop signs at Springs Rd.  It just hasn’t gotten done.
· They are going to put the “Pedestrian” sign to block off the  “turning lane” in front of the Unitarian Church.  They are going to restripe when they put in the lane.
· As part of the bike/pedestrian grant, they purchased high visibility posts and they put them on the pedestrian signs in the outskirts.  We need to have more of a push to buy the high visibility signs.
· Chief has asked them to issue more citations – to show more of a presence for traffic enforcement.
· Any increases in bike crashes?  Yes.  We have had increases.  One on page rd was a runner who got hit.
· Should we consider having a crosswalk audit?  The town hired a company to look at these.  Many of them should be removed – they are not ADA compliant.  We need to look at curbs, signage. 

Selectmen Update
· Selectmen approved adding a crosswalk at Bedford Farms after a presentation and campaign made by a local Girl Scout.  Can we make it a textured crosswalk?
· Adrienne wanted us to know that the Selectmen signed off to do some water relining.  
· Does any of this require any Complete Streets.  No.
· But it would be great if we had some way to connect the Elmbrook/Jonathan neighborhoods with a sidewalk.   
· Would Transportation like to take the lead on asking the property owner about the easement?
Misc
· Warren & Concord Rd to add a pedestrian activated signals.  At night time, there is no street light at the crosswalk.  
· What are the sight lines, speed of the road
· Lights in the road, that flash and are safe for plows.
· Perhaps Complete Streets funding could be used to inventory and update our signage.
· Ralph H suggests that we promote our meetings on Bedford TV.
· Need to invite new DPW director and Adrienne
· We need to try to come up with more novel solutions.  Need to explore all of the options of transportation.
· Will reschedule the July 13th meeting to July 20th

Motion to approve the meeting minutes from 5-11-2016, voted unanimously to approve the minutes.

Action Items:
· Invite Ken Gordon to discuss lowering the speed limit in residential areas, the current law 85 percentile determines the safe speed. 
· No way to enforce signs like “Residents Only”

Adjourned 9:12pm


